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undoubted historical fact. He said, for example,
that " there can be no doubt that the Jesuits
from R. Parsons downwards have hindered the
restoration of the Church in England." Writing
outside the Roman allegiance, there seems to me
the smallest possible evidence for this charge.
Possibly certain Jesuit priests were concerned in
the plottings against the life of Queen Elizabeth,
but equally certainly there is no justification for
the gross misrepresentation of the Jesuits by
Charles Kingsley, which has been accepted and
repeated ever since by half-instructed Protestant
apologists.

The fact is that Manning was jealous of the
Jesuits, and his jealousy was shared by his fellow-
bishops, and particularly by Herbert Vaughan.
He was jealous of their influence, jealous of their
ability, and jealous of their coherence. He said -
and again, I think, quite unfairly - that they put
the Society before the Church. The truth seems
to be that the Jesuits believed that they could
best serve the Church by retaining a large
measure of independence from local authority,
while Manning was as firmly convinced that, if
England was to be won back to the Faith, which
was the dream of his life, there must be unqualified
obedience within each diocese to the Bishop of
that diocese, the suffragan of the Holy Father.